Dr. M.D. Fox Elementary School

Student Assistance Team
The M.D. Fox Elementary School Student Assistance Team is a designated and specially trained team of school staff members including an administrator, school social worker, SFA representative, and teacher representatives.  The purpose of the Student Assistance Team is to support the classroom teacher to develop instructional and behavioral interventions for students considered at risk.  The Student Assistance Team also fulfills a State and Federal Mandate to address student learning difficulties prior to making a referral for special education evaluation.

Goals of the Student Assistance Team

The Student Assistance Team will do the following:

· Promote earlier identification of help for students whose academic and behavior problems interfere with school performance

· Increase awareness of helping resources available within our school and community in order to promote our school mission “to foster a child-centered environment to develop the artistic and physical potential of our students and to nurture the health and well-being of all individuals within a safe and orderly school.”
· Increase communication and interaction among school, parents, and the community

· Assist teachers and parents to identify instructional and behavioral strategies that will promote individual student achievement

Student Assistance Team Process
Step 1:
The regular education teacher calls attention to the student with learning and/or behavior problems.  (Parent contact is required and must be documented.)

Step 2:
The teacher consults with the parent and/or the child’s other teachers, colleagues, or other staff members to identify interventions, which many help to address concerns.  Interventions should be given a minimum of two weeks to show results.  (See Appendix A and Appendix B Guidelines for Classroom Intervention.

Step 3:
If the student’s teacher and/or parents are not satisfied with the effectiveness of the interventions tried, a Student Assistance Team Referral form is submitted to the assigned SAT facilitator with a copy to the administration.

Step 4:
The Principal and/or his designee screens the SAT referral and one of the following actions is taken:

· Approval for SAT

· Referral to social worker

· Referral to nurse

· Other appropriate referral

· Return to teacher for follow up

Step 5:
If the referral is accepted, the teacher will schedule a Student Assistance Team meeting and notify the parent and SAT team members.  The master calendar for SAT meetings will be kept in the conference room off the main office.  Teachers will schedule a meeting with the assigned SAT team based on their strand.

Step 6:
The SAT meeting is held.  The SAT facilitator will run the meeting.  Goals and objectives for the student will be identified and the team will develop an action plan.  The SAT facilitator will be responsible for filling out the required paperwork for the meeting.  A follow-up meeting will be scheduled.

Step 7:
With consultant assistance from the Student Assistance Team, the classroom teacher conducts adjusted behavior and teacher interventions for the student.

Step 8:
The classroom teacher documents the student’s progress towards goals and objectives.

Step 9:
A follow-up Student Assistance Team meeting (SAT 2) is held to determine the success of the action plan.

Step 10:
If the student is successful with acceptable interventions for the regular education classroom, the process is continued with consultant support for the classroom teacher, parent and student.

Step 11:
If the student’s needs cannot be met by the adjusted behavior and teaching interventions, formal documentation of the student’s learning and behavior performance are used to make a referral for special education evaluation.

FACILITATOR ASSIGNMENTS

There will be two Student Assistance Teams.  The team facilitators will be Ana Brown and Kathy Bedula.  SAT referrals will be assigned to one of the two facilitators on strand assignment.

